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In 2006 British Prime Minister David Cameron and his Czech 
counterpart Mirek Topolanek formed the Movement for 
European Reform to promote the idea of an open, flexible 
and non-federalist Europe.

They were soon joined by Poland’s Law and Justice Party 
and, following the European elections in June 2009, the 
European Conservatives and Reformists Group was born. 

It pledged to challenge the status quo in the European 
Parliament, where deals were often struck by a handful of 
party leaders behind closed doors. Not surprisingly our 
political opponents tried to block us, predicting that the ECR 
could not last.

They were wrong. To the surprise and chagrin of many in 
Brussels, we emerged from the 2014 elections as the 
Parliament’s third largest group with 70 MEPs from 15 
different member states and myself as chairman.

Over the past four years our MEPs have made 
common cause to reform the EU and shape it into an 
organisation that respects the sovereignty of member 
states and creates the conditions for economic growth. 
We have also grown to 73 MEPs from 19 countries. 
 
We have enjoyed some significant victories, such as injecting 
much needed realism into the budget setting process and 
crafting many important pieces of legislation. However, there 
remains much to do if the EU is to truly represent the people 
it serves.

The UK has decided it no longer wishes to be part of the 
European Union and will soon be steering its own course. 
However, in our remaining time, we are determined to help 
the ECR to continue to grow. The EU will remain a key ally 
and trading partner after Brexit and our non-UK political 
colleagues are going to play a central role in ensuring its 
stability and prosperity, standing between the arch-federalists 
and those working to break up the bloc. 

British Conservative politicians will continue sharing ideas 
and expertise with the Group, while the newly formed 
Conservative Friends of the ECR Group is dedicated to 
building up grassroots links. 

As the Prime Minister, Theresa May has said: “We are 
leaving the EU, but we are not leaving Europe.” While the UK 
Government will continue to have good relationships with our 
EU neighbours, British Conservatives also plan to continue 
our close relationship with the ECR Group.

Syed Kamall MEP
London

Syed Kamall MEP

INTRODUCTION BY SYED KAMALL MEP  
CO-CHAIRMAN OF THE EUROPEAN CONSERVATIVES AND REFORMISTS GROUP

“THE ECR GROUP PLEDGED TO 
CHALLENGE THE STATUS QUO 

IN THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT, 
WHERE DEALS WERE OFTEN 
STRUCK BY A HANDFUL OF 
PARTY LEADERS BEHIND 

CLOSED DOORS.””
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In just under six months time the United Kingdom is leaving 
the European Union.

Conservative MEPs will continue to work right up to the mo-
ment of departure at 11pm on March 29 2019, promoting the 
Government’s position, influencing MEPs from other Member 
States and voting on the final Withdrawal Agreement in the 
European Parliament.

Over the coming months we will also be helping frame the 
new legislation expected to come into force during the sub-
sequent implementation period, ensuring it reflects UK inter-
ests.  

In doing so Conservative MEPs are going to be centre stage 
in Brussels and Strasbourg, a position we have occupied 
throughout the current five year parliamentary term, as this 
brochure illustrates. 

From security to sustainability, consumer rights to climate 
change, we have piloted key pieces of legislation through the 
European Parliament. We stand up for free trade, responsible 
spending, the primacy of nation states and the fight against 
terrorism. Our members have brokered cross-parliament 
agreements that will prevent a repeat of the Dieselgate scan-
dal, supply important intelligence to security services and 
help stop terrorist and criminals obtaining semi-automatic 
weapons.

Conservative MEPs are recognised as a highly effective team 
and I will miss working with my colleagues, along with our 
dedicated staff in Brussels, when we leave the EU.

However, I am excited by what comes next. 

The UK is taking full responsibility for its future and we have 
every reason to move forward with confidence. We are a 
global trading nation with many sector leading companies, 
our research is internationally respected, our culture is ex-
ported worldwide and our armed forces second-to-none.  

The vast majority of my foreign colleagues in Brussels are 
sorry to see us go. However, the EU will remain a close part-
ner and, in the meantime, the rest of the world is waiting to 
welcome us and do business. 

The UK’s best days lie ahead.

 

Ashley Fox MEP
South West and Gibraltar

Ashley Fox MEP 

INTRODUCTION BY ASHLEY FOX MEP 
LEADER OF THE CONSERVATIVES IN THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

“CONSERVATIVE MEPS HAVE 
STOOD UP FOR FREE TRADE, 

RESPONSIBLE SPENDING, 
THE PRIMACY OF NATION 
STATES AND THE FIGHT 
AGAINST TERRORISM.”
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On June 23 2016 the British people decided that the UK should leave the European 
Union. It is our job as Conservative MEPs to help the UK Government deliver on the  
referendum and secure the best deal for Britain. 

Conservative MEPs have strong relationships with EU politi-
cians and officials and are uniquely placed to help support the 
Brexit negotiations. 

We have used this position to explain why we are leaving, 
clarify the UK’s negotiating position and communicate the 
thoughts of our European colleagues back to London. 

We ensure that the UK’s voice is heard during the European 
Parliament’s Brexit debates and will vote on the Withdrawal 
Agreement at the end of the process.

 
While Labour MEPs actively work to derail Brexit, we are 
committed to honouring the referendum result and securing 
a new partnership with our European allies. 

Conservative MEPs’ Leader Ashley Fox MEP is leading dis-
cussions with other EU parliamentary delegations, while ECR 
Co-Chairman Syed Kamall MEP is working as a bridge be-
tween Brussels and London to facilitate the negotiations. 

DELIVERING BREXIT 

ECR Group Co-Chairman Syed Kamall MEP
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KEEPING EUROPE SAFE

Passenger Name Records  

The EU Passenger Name Records (PNR) directive allows the collection and sharing 
of  passenger data on flights into and out of the EU and within the bloc. Steered 
through the European Parliament by former MEP Lord Kirkhope the measures 
will aid the detection of terrorist activity, drug and people trafficking by highlighting 
suspicious patterns of behaviour. The UK and USA already collected PNR details 
and Lord Kirkhope’s report has extended the practice across the EU.

Revising the EU’s Firearm Directive

The 2015 attacks on the Charlie Hebdo headquarters and at the Bataclan theatre 
in Paris exposed a loophole in EU legislation which enabled de-activated firearms 

WE HAVE DELIVERED: 
• Introduced an EU-wide Passenger Name Records system to detect terrorist activity, 

drug and people trafficking.
• Closed a loophole in the EU’s Firearms Directive that was exposed by the 2015 Paris 

terror attacks. 
• Shaped proposals to starve terrorist groups of funding. 
• Unveiled proposals to improve the sharing of criminal records between EU Member 

States.

Former MEP Lord Kirkhope signing Passenger Name Records into law with 
the Dutch EU Council Presidency and former European Parliament President 
Martin Schulz

to be brought back into use. A number 
of reactivated weapons were amongst a 
cache of over 30 illegal firearms found by 
British police on a boat in Kent. Former 
MEP Vicky Ford introduced new restric-
tions to ensure that guns converted to 
fire blanks will in the future be licensed 
under the same rules as the original live 
firing version. 

Other measures tighten the rules on the 
ownership of semi-automatic weapons 
fitted with a high capacity magazine, re-
quire national authorities to keep details 
needed to trace firearms and improve 
information sharing between Member 
States. 

Mrs Ford’s revisions make it harder for 
terrorists and criminals to get hold of fire-
arms in Europe while safeguarding the 
interests of lawful sports shooters, col-
lectors, re-enactors.

Cracking Down on Terrorist 
Funding

Foreign Affairs Spokesman Charles 
Tannock MEP helped shape proposals 
to cut the flow of money to jihadist radi-
cals. The measures will improve the way 
Member States monitor and share intel-
ligence on suspicious financial transac-
tions, virtual currencies and traditional 
informal money transfer systems such 
as hawala. 
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European Defence Union Debate   

Conservative MEPs believe that NATO is the guarantor 
of Europe’s freedom and security and that EU attempts 
to create a defence union risk undermining the Alliance. 
Security and Defence Spokesman Geoffrey Van Orden 
MEP has opposed attempts to give the EU strategic au-
tonomy which are more about political integration than 
improved defence. Together with our ECR Group col-
leagues, Conservative MEPs have been calling on Eu-
ropean NATO members to spend more on defence, im-
prove military mobility across Europe and acknowledge 
the primacy of NATO.  

Improving Information Sharing  

Home Affairs Spokesman Daniel Dalton MEP is working 
to close a loophole which hampers the sharing of criminal 
records information on non-EU citizens between Member 
States. The European Criminal Records Information System 
(ECRIS) enables EU countries to quickly share previous con-
victions of the EU nationals. However, using the system to 
check individuals from outside the EU is cumbersome and 
inefficient. 

Mr Dalton proposes setting up a new centralised database 
on third-country nationals within the EU. Such information 
has a wide range of uses, from assisting prosecutions to al-
lowing checks to be quickly carried out on people applying 
for jobs in sectors such as education, health, and childcare. 

Strengthening the EU’s Counter-Terrorism 
Policy  
Security and Defence Spokesman Geoffrey Van Orden 
MEP is helping spearhead the EU’s counter-terrorism policy. 

Mr Van Orden is the only British MEP to sit on the European 
Parliament’s Special Committee on Terrorism. As Vice-Chair-
man he is examining the shortcomings in the EU’s response 
to the wave of attacks across Europe and working with col-
leagues to produce a strategy to protect citizens. 

A New UK-EU Security Partnership  

Conservative MEPs are working in the European Parliament to 
help the UK Government conclude a comprehensive security 
treaty with the European Union. It is in all our interests that 
the UK and the European Union continue to work together to 
combat crime, terrorism and other threats. 

Daniel Dalton MEP, Home Affairs Spokesman

Vice-Chairman of the European Parliament’s Special 
Committee on Terrorism, Geoffrey Van Orden MEP, 
with the UK’s European Commissioner for Security  
Sir Julian King

Geoffrey Van Orden MEP, Security and Defence Spokesman. 
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Cutting Red Tape 

Internal Market Spokesman Daniel Dalton MEP has cham-
pioned efforts to remove obstacles to trade that still exist 
across the EU. The European Parliament backed his report 
highlighting so called non-tariff barriers which, for instance, 
make it difficult for British hairdressers to work in Germany 
and for British kit cars to be sold in Belgium. It will continue 
to be in the interest of UK exporters post-Brexit that the EU 
Single Market operates efficiently.

Former MEP Vicky Ford highlighted serious flaw in proposed 
EU legislation on personal protective equipment. The regu-
lations were meant to focus on items such as hard hats, life 
jackets, and safety harnesses. Instead, the draft law was so 

extensive it threatened everyday items such as washing up 
gloves by requiring them to meet industry-level heat stand-
ards, putting British jobs at risk. Mrs Ford secured common 
sense changes which limited the legislation’s scope while de-
livering strong standards where required. 

Conservative MEPs opposed European Commission plans to 
require paperwork for every package entering the EU. This 
would have imposed costly and time-consuming red-tape 
on both consumers and delivery firms. A campaign by MEPs 
Daniel Dalton and Vicky Ford helped ensure small value 
parcels were exempted.

Anthea McIntyre MEP unveiled plans to reduce the burden 
of EU regulation on businesses and citizens. Her policy paper 

WHAT WE HAVE DELIVERED: 
• Secured the European Parliament’s support to cut red tape and improve EU 

law-making.  
• Opposed proposals that would have imposed unnecessary regulations on everyday 

household items such as umbrellas and washing up gloves.  
• Blocked additional red tape on the 17 million packages entering the EU each year.
• Launched an All-Party Innovation Group to promote new innovative technologies.
• Unveiled plans to bring jobs back to Britain and reduce the regulatory burden on 

businesses.
• Helped improve financial service regulations to lessen the need for future taxpayer 

bailouts.  

BACKING BUSINESS, CUTTING RED TAPE AND 
BOOSTING JOBS 

Former MEP Vicky Ford chairing the Internal Market Committee

Vicky Ford - Chairman of the 
Internal Market Committee  

Vicky Ford MEP was elected as 
Chairman of the European Parlia-
ment’s powerful Internal Market 
and Consumer Protection Com-
mittee and served from 2014 to 
2017. Mrs Ford worked to re-
move barriers to trade across 
Europe, cut red tape and encour-
age innovation.
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warns of “gold-plating”, the practice under which Member 
States add additional clauses in their own countries to EU 
legislation. Miss McIntyre succeeded in securing an Annual 
Burden Survey from the European Commission to highlight 
and tackle cases of gold-plating.  She hopes  the survey will 
bring greater transparency to the EU legislative process and 
ensure rules are simple, clear and enforceable. 

Financial Services 

Economic and Monetary Affairs Spokesman Kay Swinburne 
MEP drafted measures to reform the regulation of financial 
central counterparties (CCPs), or clearing houses, so that tax-
payers are less exposed in a financial crisis.

Dr Swinburne, Vice-Chairman of the European Parliament’s 
Economic and Monetary Affairs Committee, also worked on 
revisions to the EU’s Markets in Financial Instruments Direc-
tive (MiFID) which came into force this year. MiFID II imposes a 
comprehensive set of rules on investment services to promote 
financial markets that are fair, transparent, efficient and inte-
grated. Dr Swinburne secured a 12 month extension to allow 
governments and businesses time to update their systems 
and practices. 

Shareholders Rights

Legal Affairs Spokesman Sajjad Karim MEP supported 
moves to bring the EU into line with the UK on shareholders’ 
rights. Under new legislation backed by the European Par-
liament, shareholders across the rest of the EU will have the 
right to vote on their company’s remuneration policy as part 
of efforts to rebuild public confidence. 

Returning Jobs to Britain 

Employment Spokesman Anthea McIntyre MEP published a 
report on the importance of “re-shoring” jobs back to Britain. 

Since 2003, up to 50% of Western European manufactur-
ing companies have moved overseas. Miss McIntyre’s report 
suggests measures to encourage a return of jobs to Europe. 
These include clearer, simpler regulations, reduced red tape, 
a flexible labour market and lower taxes.  

Tackling Corporate Tax Avoidance

Tackling corporate tax avoidance by large multinationals 
while protecting business confidentiality has been a priority 
for Conservative MEPs. In July 2017 we supported new rules 
in the European Parliament which will require multinationals 
with an annual turnover of more than €750 million to public-
ly report where they pay their tax, on a country-by-country 
basis, across the EU, as well as disclosing profit and loss, 
fixed assets and numbers of employees. The Parliament in-
troduced a safeguard clause allowing companies to remove 
from the public section of their reports commercially sensitive 
information if disclosure is likely to have a damaging effect on 
the company. The European Commission and national au-
thorities must approve the omission. 

Innovation Group

Industry and Research Spokesman Ashley Fox MEP 
launched the All-Party Innovation Group to ensure EU policy 
keeps up with fast-evolving technologies. The group aims to 
ensure that EU policy making keeps abreast of developments 
in sectors such as financial technology, virtual currencies, 
distributed ledger technology and green finance. These in-
novative technologies have the potential to boost economic 
growth and revolutionise how public and private services are 
delivered.

Dr Kay Swinburne MEP, Vice-Chairman of the Eco-
nomic and Monetary Affairs Committee

Anthea McIntyre MEP, Employment and Social Affairs 
Spokesman and Chairman of the ECR Group’s policy 
group on better law-making.
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Drone Safety in Civil Aviation

Transport Spokesman Jacqueline Foster MEP’s report on 
the safe use of drones in civil aviation updates European avi-
ation safety rules to keep pace with drone technology. Her 
proposals will ensure there is no risk to the safety of manned 
aircraft, densely-populated areas or critical infrastructure. The 
UK is a world leader in drone technology and Mrs Foster’s 
proposals balance the need for safety while promoting the 
development of this growing sector. 

Updated Safety Code for Passenger Ships 

In response to the 2012 Costa Concordia disaster, the EU 
updated its safety rules for passenger ships and ferries. The 
new measures will mean that in the event of an accident 
search and rescue services have immediate access to pas-
senger lists. Mrs Foster helped shape the Ship Safety Pack-
age to keep the EU at the forefront of international practice. 

Mobility Package

Conservative MEPs defeated proposals that would have 
put unnecessary financial and administrative burdens on 
the operators of light commercial vans. The proposed new 
rules would have compelled businesses operating small vans 
to utilise tachographs if they drove abroad. Pressure from  
Mrs Foster helped make sure these plans were voted down 
by the European Parliament.

Cutting Aviation Emissions 

Aviation accounts for 2% of global greenhouse gas emissions 
and as the industry continues to grow this level is increasing 
quickly. Mrs Foster has been a long-standing champion of a 
promising international scheme that will bring more than 150 
countries together to reduce aviation emissions. Conserva-
tive MEPs believe a global solution is needed to tackle the 
problem, not just a European one.

The EU currently operates an Emissions Trading Scheme for 
internal flights to encourage investment in cleaner technology. 
In 2009, the EU briefly applied this system to all flights in and 
out of the bloc, which sparked a trade war with third-coun-
tries, forcing the EU to back down. Mrs Foster won more 
time from the European Parliament for the International Civil 
Aviation Organisation to conclude a global scheme to reduce 
emissions. 

WE HAVE DELIVERED: 
• Introduced new rules to ensure civil drones are used safely while allowing the tech-

nology to develop.  
• Updated the safety code for passenger ships to allow search and rescue missions 

immediate access to passenger information. 
• Helped prevent burdensome regulations being placed on van drivers. 
• Won more time for a global solution to reduce aviation emissions.

TRANSPORT 

Jacqueline Foster MEP, Transport Spokesman
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Preventing another Dieselgate 

In 2015 consumers’ confidence in car manufacturers plum-
meted when it emerged that companies had cheated emis-
sions tests. In response, Daniel Dalton MEP delivered the 
EU’s only legislative response to the affair. It demands that 
cars are tested in real driving conditions, throughout their life-
time, replacing a system that was at best patchy and at worst 
ineffective.

Streaming Music, Film and TV Abroad 

Subscribers to services such as Netflix, Spotify, and Sky Now 
TV are now able to stream content while abroad following 
the passing of legislation supported by Conservative MEPs. 
Legal Affairs Spokesman Sajjad Karim MEP helped draft 
the report and steer it through the European Parliament. It 
enables people to view services online while temporarily in 
another EU Member State, for instance for holidays, business 
trips or short study periods. 

WE HAVE DELIVERED: 
• Introduced new measures to ensure cars are as safe and clean as manufacturers claim 

they are after the Dieselgate scandal. 
• Backed legislation that will allow subscribers to stream music, films, and TV abroad. 
• Shaped geoblocking reforms to allow news and current affairs programmes to be 

available abroad.  
• Successfully opposed proposals which threatened to ban people from sharing their 

photographs of landmark buildings such as the Houses of Parliament and the Eiffel 
Tower. 

• Improved rules to ensure clearer information and greater choice around the sale of 
insurance.

• Revised the EU’s energy labelling to replace A+, A++ and A+++ ratings with a straight-
forward A-G rankings.

• Supported the end of mobile phone roaming charges across the EU.

DELIVERING FOR CONSUMERS 

Consumer Affairs Spokesman Daniel Dalton MEP with the Bulgarian Council Presidency, Internal Market Committee Chair-
man and ECR Group MEP Anneleen Van Bossuyt and European Parliament President Antonio Tajani signing the new law
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A Balanced Approached To Geoblocking

Many broadcasters block online access to services if users 
are based abroad. However, under legislation shaped by 
Conservative MEPs, news and current affairs programmes 
would be available to view across the EU. Mr Karim success-
fully opposed attempts to include other copyrighted content, 
such as entertainment programmes, which would have un-
dermined the business case for many popular TV produc-
tions. 

Defeated Selfie Ban 

Mr Karim helped defeat proposals which would have banned 
people from sharing their photographs of landmark buildings 
such as the Houses of Parliament and the Eiffel Tower. A con-
troversial clause in a report on copyright stipulated that the 
commercial use of photographs or video of “works...perma-
nently located in...public spaces” should always be subject 
to prior authorisation. It raised the prospect of photographers 
or film-makers having to apply for a licence before they could 
use a view of landmark buildings. The North-West MEP 
backed negotiations which secured an agreement across 
the majority of political groups in the European Parliament to 
have the controversial clause removed from the report.

Abolishing Roaming Charges 

Mobile phone companies abolished roaming charges in June 
2017 following the implementation of  EU legislation. Conserv-
ative MEPs strongly supported the report’s passage through 
the European Parliament, arguing that customers should not 
face extra charges for using their phones when travelling in 
other EU countries. Industry and Research Spokesman Ash-
ley Fox MEP succeeded in balancing the legislation so that 
consumers are not charged extra while travelling in the EU 
while introducing safeguards to ensure that the system is not 
abused.

Clearer Insurance Information

Conservative MEPs have improved new rules designed to en-
sure clearer information and greater choice around the sale 
of insurance. Consumers will be given enhanced information 
about the price and costs of products, and whether the insur-
ance seller has an economic incentive or receives a commis-
sion. The directive also brings in a new standardised product 
information document for non-life insurance documents. This 
was originally overly detailed and burdensome, but Mr Fox 
succeeded in ensuring that the information required will be 
much less prescriptive than proposed. 

Simpler Energy Efficiency Labelling

Consumers will find it easier to choose energy efficient ver-
sions of products such as cookers and fridges after Mr Fox 
supported revised EU labelling rules. They replace a confus-
ing system which includes the rankings A+, A++ and A+++ 
and can mean a product with an A rating may be one of 
the most inefficient and expensive to run. The European 
Parliament voted to instruct manufacturers to replace it with 
straightforward A-G rankings. The new system also introduc-
es a new product database so that manufacturers only have 
to upload product data once, rather than responding to 28 
different authorities in Member States. 

European Consumer Rights App

Measures to update and improve consumer rights across the 
EU are currently being led through the European Parliament 
by Consumer Affairs Spokesman Daniel Dalton MEP. Mr 
Dalton is seeking to build support for the proposals which in-
clude strengthening consumer rights online, introducing class 
actions led by consumer organisations, tackling the practice 
of branded food products containing different ingredients in 
different markets, and removing unnecessary burdens on 
businesses. He is also proposing the creation of a European 
Consumer Rights App to provide people with a single access 
point for complaints about products and services, and to be 
a source of consumer advice and information.

Sajjad Karim MEP, Legal Affairs Spokesman

Ashley Fox MEP, Industry and Research Spokesman
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Conservative MEPs have always been on the side of farmers 
not at the expense of environmental concerns but because 
we know that farmers are the ones who look after our 
environment, the countryside and our farm animals. Farmers 
produce some of the highest quality food in the world and 
we should be proud of that. Because British Conservatives 
understand farming and how farmers work we have been 
able to secure a number of significant wins for the UK. 

Investing in Technology to Benefit Farmers

Agriculture Spokesman Anthea McIntyre MEP won the 
support of MEPs for her report calling for sustained invest-
ment in research to help ensure new ideas and techniques 
are available to all farmers. Innovative breeding to develop 
disease resistant crops and precision farming are among the 
advances that should be commercialised so that our farmers 
do not fall behind. 

Science-based Decision Making

Conservative MEPs believe the EU’s decision-making should 
follow the best scientific advice. Miss McIntyre and Daniel 
Dalton MEP sit on the European Parliament’s special com-
mittee on pesticides which is looking at how pesticides are 
authorised after the Glyphosate affair left farmers uncertain 
whether they could continue using the world’s most popular 
weed killer. Glyphosate’s licence was eventually extended, in 
line with scientific opinion, and Conservative MEPs will work 
in the committee to put science first and restore confidence 
in EU decision making. 

Fairer Trading Practices

Miss McIntyre is working on proposals to protect farmers and 
suppliers from unfair treatment in the food supply chain. The 
directive draws on the experience of the UK’s Groceries Code 
Adjudicator which has been effective in tackling poor trading 
practices.

WE HAVE DELIVERED: 
• Secured a UK exemption to allow suitably qualified people to work alongside vets 

when examining farm animals and issuing prescriptions. 
• Opposed plans that endangered the production and sale of ornamental seeds for 

hobby gardeners. 
• Voted to prevent an outright ban on palm oil imports which would have harmed  

British industry. Instead we are promoting sustainable palm oil. 
• Won the European Parliament’s support for investment in research to help farmers. 

DELIVERING FOR FARMERS 

Anthea McIntyre MEP promoting British asparagus

Anthea McIntyre MEP, Agriculture and Rural Affairs 
Spokesman, meeting President of the National  
Farmers Union Minette Batters
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Standing up for British Fishermen  

After many years of campaigning by the Conservative Gov-
ernment and Conservative MEPs, the EU’s Common Fisher-
ies Policy (CFP) underwent a complete overhaul in 2013. The 
policy was changed to focus on regions rather than creating 
a single policy covering fishing grounds in, for instance, the 
North Sea. 

Former MEP Ian Duncan focused on ensuring the changes 
to the CFP worked for British fishermen. 

The main challenge has been the introduction of the land-
ing obligation, which dictates fishermen land everything they 
catch and ends discarding at sea. Lord Duncan successfully 
argued for a grace-period so that fishermen who made gen-
uine mistakes were not sanctioned. He also pushed for more 
help and support at ports so that fishermen could land and 
store their undersize fish. This continues to cause problems 
for British fishermen and our current Fisheries Spokesman 
Baroness Nosheena Mobarik MEP is continuing to pursue 
the issue. 

As part of the regionalisation process, the European Com-
mission has introduced multiannual management plans to 
deal with individual areas. Conservative MEPs have worked 
hard to ensure these are a success and deliver real results. 

An Independent Coastal State 

The UK will take control of its fishing grounds post-Brexit and 
Conservative MEPs oppose attempts by the EU to make a 
future trade deal with the UK conditional on EU fishing boats 
being granted access to UK waters. In contrast Labour and 
SNP MEPs backed a European Parliament call to make mar-
ket access for our fish exports conditional on Britain continu-
ing to abide by the CFP.

Baroness Mobarik will ensure the interests of UK fishermen 
are strongly represented in Brussels until we gain control of 
our waters again at the end of the implementation period in 
December 2020.

WE HAVE DELIVERED: 
• A grace period for fishermen to adapt to the EU’s new landing obligation.
• Helped defeat proposals for a driftnet ban that would have put 400 small fishing  

vessels in the UK at risk.
• Ensured that the EU’s fisheries management plans are based on scientific evidence.

DELIVERING FOR FISHERMEN 

Baroness Nosheena Mobarik MEP,  
Fisheries Spokesman

Former MEP Lord Duncan
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Cutting Europe’s Emissions 

By 2030, the emissions of more than 11,000 power stations 
and industrial plants across Europe will be 43% lower after 
the European Parliament backed former MEP Ian Duncan’s 
proposals. His revision of the EU’s Emissions Trading System 
will ensure that Europe meets its Paris Accord commitments 
and help deliver an 80% reduction in CO2 by 2050. 
The scheme works by imposing a cap on carbon emissions 
for industries in 31 countries and operates a market under 
which companies can buy and sell their allowances to emit 
pollutants. His revisions reduce the number of allowances to 
push up their cost, providing a greater incentive for industries 
to adopt cleaner methods. 

Better Air Quality 

An estimated 400,000 people die prematurely each year due 
to poor air quality. Conservative MEPs steered the National 
Emissions Ceiling directive through the European Parliament, 
setting targets to reduce air pollution and half the number 
of deaths by 2030. The agreement sets the upper limits per 
Member State for five key pollutants. Air pollution does not 
recognise national borders and we must work with our EU 
neighbours to tackle it. 

Strengthening the UK’s Biosecurity

Britain and Europe’s biosecurity has been strengthened by 
Anthea McIntyre MEP’s report which beefed up safeguards 
against plant pests and diseases. The new measures will 
improve the detection of outbreaks in countries with poor 
monitoring regimes and rapidly contain the spread of any out-
breaks. 

WE HAVE DELIVERED: 
• Revised the EU’s main policy to cut the emissions of more than 11,000 power  

stations and industrial plants to ensure Europe meets its Paris Accord commitments 
to combat climate change. 

• Set new air pollution targets to halve the 400,000 premature deaths each year from 
poor air quality.

• Strengthened the UK’s biosecurity to prevent new plants pests and diseases  
devastating our environment. 

PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT 

Former MEP Lord Duncan

“TACKLING CLIMATE CHANGE IS  
BIGGER THAN BREXIT, BIGGER THAN 
BRITAIN AND BIGGER THAN THE EU. 

WE HAVE TO GET IT RIGHT.
-LORD DUNCAN ”
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Protecting Bees  

Environment Spokesman John Procter 
MEP has worked to protect bees 
across Europe by bringing experts and 
beekeepers to the European Parliament 
to share best practice. One of the pro-
jects showcased, the UK initiative Bee-
Connected, improves communication 
between farmers spraying pesticides 
and beekeepers with hives in nearby 
fields. Bees contribute more than £600 
million to the UK economy each year by 
pollinating crops such as apples and 
strawberries. 

Drax Power Plant 

Yorkshire and the Humber MEP Amjad 
Bashir successfully lobbied the Europe-
an Commission to secure its approval 
for the UK Government’s plan to sup-
port the conversion of a unit in Drax 
Power Station to biomass. The devel-
opment secured 850 jobs and made the 
Yorkshire power plant Europe’s largest 
decarbonisation project. Mr Bashir and 
fellow MEP for the region John Procter 
have defended Drax from attempts in 
the European Parliament to restrict one 
of the key sources of biomass which 
would have jeopardised the power sta-
tion’s future. 

Fighting Plastic Pollution  

Conservative MEPs are backing meas-
ures in the European Parliament to 
reduce plastic pollution and end sin-
gle-use plastics across the EU. Unless 
we act it is estimated that there will be 
more plastic in the sea than fish by 2050. 
We are pleased the EU is following the 
UK’s example by producing a strategy 
to reduce Europe’s plastic waste.

New MEP and Environment Spokesman John Procter being welcomed by 
Conservative MEPs

John Procter MEP visiting Drax Power Plant

Geoffrey Van Orden MEP inspecting plastic waste removed from the ocean
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Animal Welfare Intergroup   

Conservative MEPs play a leading role 
in the European Parliament’s cross-par-
ty group campaigning to improve ani-
mal welfare across the EU. Jacqueline 
Foster MEP has been a long-standing 
Vice-Chairman of the Intergroup push-
ing forward efforts to tackle the illegal 
wildlife trade, end cosmetic testing 
on animals and crackdown on blood 
sports. John Flack MEP has recently 
joined Mrs Foster as Vice-Chairman of 
the Intergroup. 

Tackling Wildlife Trafficking 

Joint International Trade Spokesman 
Emma McClarkin MEP won the Euro-
pean Parliament’s overwhelming sup-
port for her proposal to use trade pol-
icy to address the illegal wildlife trade. 
Customs technology and a coordinated 
international trade response can tackle 
the illicit trade which not only has a dev-
astating effect on biodiversity but also 
funds organised crime.  

In 2015, Jacqueline Foster MEP  host-
ed the Born Free Foundation and ac-
tress Virginia McKenna in the Europe-
an Parliament to launch a major report 
calling on the EU to take a strong and 
effective stand against the criminal trade 
in wild animals and trophy hunting. Mrs 
Foster has campaigned tirelessly for the 
EU and its Member States to act to pro-
tect vulnerable wildlife.

WE HAVE DELIVERED: 
• Secured the European Parliament’s overwhelming support for using international trade 

agreements to tackle wildlife trafficking.
• Unveiled a plan to tackle the problem of discarded fishing nets.  
• Voted to end the EU’s Spanish bullfighting subsidy. 
• Urged the EU to follow the UK’s example and introduce a tougher ivory sales ban.
• Led a call with other MEPs for a global ban on animal testing for cosmetics.

IMPROVING ANIMAL WELFARE 

Jacqueline Foster MEP hosting Virginia McKenna from the Born Free 
Foundation

Conservative MEPs are leading efforts in the European Parliament to end 
the illegal wildlife trade
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Ghost Fishing  

Around 10% of the world’s marine litter 
is abandoned fishing gear. Lost or dis-
carded fishing nets continue to trawl 
the seas destroying fishing stocks and 
indiscriminately killing whales, sea lions 
and dolphins. 
John Flack MEP won the parliament’s 
support for his plan to reduce so-called 
ghost fishing. He proposes financial in-
centives for fishermen to return unwant-
ed nets and technology to track lost 
ones. Mr Flack is pressing to have the 
measures included in the EU’s upcom-
ing plastic strategy.

Spanish Bullfighting

The EU’s Common Agricultural Subsidy 
was criticised of funding bullfighting in 
Spain by giving millions to farmers who 
raise bulls for the sport. In 2015, Con-
servative MEPs voted for an amend-
ment to the EU’s budget to prevent 
taxpayers’ money being used for this 
purpose. Jacqueline Foster MEP has 
since kept up the pressure with her fel-
low MEPs to stop future subsidies of 
blood sports.

A Tougher Ivory Sales Ban  

Each day 55 African elephants are 
poached for their ivory. The UK’s exist-
ing ivory ban restricts the sale of new 

Jacqueline Foster MEP after voting for a global ban on animal testing  
for cosmetics

John Flack MEP

ivory goods but often traders ‘age’ these items to make them look older in order 
to sell them in the UK. To completely close the market the UK Government is in-
troducing tougher measures which will include antique ivory goods. 

We are proud Britain is leading the way but only global action can end wildlife 
crime. That is why Mrs Foster is urging the EU to follow the UK’s lead and intro-
duce a tougher ban across Europe. 

Global Ban on Animal Testing for Cosmetics 

More than 80% of the world still allows cosmetic products and their ingredients 
to be tested on animals. Conservative MEPs backed a resolution in the European 
Parliament calling on EU Member States to spearhead efforts in the United Na-
tions to secure a worldwide ban. 

The UK has a proud record on ending animal testing for cosmetics; it was the 
first country to ban the practice 20 years ago and was instrumental in securing an 
EU-wide ban. 

“I WANT FUTURE GENE-
RATIONS TO BE ABLE TO 

ENJOY OUR WORLD’S  
DIVERSE WILDLIFE, NOT 
TO JUST READ ABOUT 
IT IN HISTORY BOOKS. 
BRITAIN IS SHOWING 
GLOBAL LEADERSHIP 
IN STAMPING OUT THE 
IVORY TRADE. THE EU 

SHOULD TAKE NOTE AND 
FOLLOW SUIT.

-JACQUELINE FOSTER MEP”
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Conservative MEPs play an active role in the European Parliament’s delegations to 
international bodies and countries across the world. From these positions we defend 
Britain’s national interest and work with our European partners to promote peace,  
prosperity and stability around the globe.

PROMOTING BRITAIN ABROAD

Charles Tannock MEP
Foreign Affairs and Human Rights  
Spokesman

Emma McClarkin MEP
Joint International Trade Spokesman
Chairman of the Commonwealth Forum

David Campbell Bannerman MEP
Joint International Trade Spokesman 
Chairman of the delegation to Iraq

Nirj Deva MEP
Development Spokesman
Chairman of the delegation
to the Korean Peninsula

Geoffrey Van Orden MEP
Security and Defence Spokesman
Chairman of the delegation to India

Sajjad Karim MEP
Chairman of the delegation to Armenia, 
Azerbaijan and Georgia

Jacqueline Foster MEP
Vice-Chairman of the delegation to 
 Australia and New Zealand

Rupert Matthews MEP
Chairman of Projekt Hansa
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Conservative MEPs have been cham-
pions of free trade within the EU. 
Post-Brexit, the connections they have 
forged across the globe will help the UK 
negotiate and sign new bilateral trade 
deals. 

EU-CANADA  

Conservative MEPs were strong sup-
porters of the EU-Canada trade deal and 
Joint International Trade Spokesman 
David Campbell Bannerman MEP 
helped steer it through European Parlia-
ment. The EU-Canada Comprehensive 
Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) 
was the most detailed ever signed by 
the EU and worth £1.3 billion to Britain 
alone. CETA removes 99% of tariffs on 
trade between the EU and Canada and 
reduces barriers to trade in services.

JAPAN 

The EU has finalised negotiations with 
Japan. Representing 19% of the world’s 
GDP, the agreement has been hailed as 
one of the world’s most important trade 
deals. Syed Kamall MEP has been 
following the trade talks and worked to 
build trade relations with Japan which will 
benefit Britain after Brexit. 

AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND 

The EU has launched trade negotiations 
with Australia and New Zealand and 
Conservative MEPs are helping build 
trade links with the two countries which 
will benefit Britain after Brexit. Joint In-
ternational Trade Spokesmen Emma 
McClarkin MEP and David Campbell 
Bannerman have met diplomats, busi-
nesses and politicians in Australia and 
New Zealand respectively. 

BRITISH STEEL
 
The British steel industry has faced 
unprecedented pressures following the 
financial crash of 2008 as consumption 
dropped, energy prices rose and cheap 

CHAMPIONING FREE TRADE

Joint International Trade Spokesmen David Campbell Bannerman MEP and 
Emma McClarkin MEP with Secretary of State for International Trade Liam 
Fox MP at the 11th World Trade Organisation Conference

imports flooded the European market. Conservative MEPs have been at the 
forefront of efforts to help British steel by helping shape the modernisation of 
the EU’s Trade Defence Instruments to defend against dumped and subsidised 
imports. We have continued to push for the issue of steel overcapacity to be 
discussed at global forums such as the G20 to find a long-term solution to the 
problem.

 

CONFLICT MINERALS
 
Conservative MEPs have helped shape a new regulation to stop the financing 
of armed groups through trade in minerals. Miss McClarkin negotiated a more 

“CETA IS A LANDMARK TRADE DEAL THAT WILL 
REDUCE BARRIERS,  IMPROVING ACCESS TO 

MARKETS, DELIVERING FOR JOBS AND GROWTH. 
IT’S A DEAL BRITAIN SHOULD LOOK TO REPLICATE 

ALL OVER THE WORLD POST-BREXIT.
-DAVID CAMPBELL BANNERMAN MEP & EMMA MCCLARKIN MEP”
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balanced system to ensure conflict 
minerals do not finance armed groups 
while protecting local miners and 
their families. The new rules will mean 
consumers and businesses can buy 
electronic products, cars and jewellery 
with confidence without aiding armed 
groups and terrorists in high risk areas.   
 

SINGAPORE

Conservative MEPs have been strong 
supporters and advocates of the 
EU-Singapore free trade agreement 
and have called for the European Par-
liament to speed up its ratification. As a 
strategic hub for British companies, this 
trade deal will be an important gateway 
for British businesses who wish to tap 
into the region.
 

MEXICO

Miss McClarkin is working to upgrade 
the EU-Mexico trade agreement to in-
clude digital trade, services and public 
procurement. We believe the modern-
ised deal should also address non-tariff 
barriers to trade and intellectual prop-
erty rights. Updating the Mexico trade 
agreement is a key part of Conservative 
MEPs push for a closer trading relation-
ship with North America.

Emma McClarkin MEP with Australia’s Governor-General Peter Cosgrove 
discussing trade

Joint International Trade Spokesman David Campbell Bannerman MEP 
meeting Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau after CETA was ratified

Rupert Matthews MEP launching Projekt Hansa

Rupert Matthews MEP launched Projekt Hansa to promote 
trade, tourism and develop cultural links across northern  
Europe.

The initiative builds on the legacy of the medieval Hanseatic 
League which established trade links between the British Isles, 
Scandinavia, northern Germany and the Baltic. Projekt Hansa 
uses an old idea to bring new life to northern Europe’s trade and 
culture connections which Mr Matthews hope will strengthen 
the economies of all the countries involved. 

Since its launch Projekt Hansa has produced several research 
papers and hopes to publish advice on trading in different re-
gions across northern Europe. The group has already boosted 
connections with Iceland by hosting an event in the European 
Parliament and has held several business hubs across northern 
Europe to encourage companies to grow their exports.
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Conservative MEPs have worked to ensure effective and 
positive engagement between the EU and countries around 
the world. Members have also been at the forefront of the Eu-
ropean Parliament’s work defending human rights, as well as 
calling for international action to tackle violence, persecution 
and discrimination against individuals and groups. 

Foreign Affairs and Human Rights Spokesman Charles Tan-
nock MEP has co-authored numerous resolutions aimed at 
strengthening international relationships, promoting democ-
racy and democratic reforms, and working with partners 
against global terrorism, injustice, and intolerance. 

Syria 

Foreign Affairs Spokesman Charles Tannock MEP has 
worked in the European Parliament to  put pressure on the 
Assad regime and help the international community find a 
long-term solution to the Syrian Civil War.

United Nations 

Conservative MEPs voted against a report in the European 
Parliament calling for the EU to be allocated a seat on the 
UN Security Council. We believe the UK must retain its own 
Security Council seat and that the EU should instead con-
centrate on identifying areas where Member States can work 
together at the UN where common positions exist. 

West Balkans 

The EU has renewed its commitment to work towards ac-

cepting new member states from the Western Balkans in-
cluding Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, the FYR of Mac-
edonia, Montenegro, and Serbia. Conservative MEPs have 
supported these countries’ efforts to reform their economies 
and strengthen their democracies in advance of EU member-
ship. Dr Tannock has been following Montenegro’s progress 
on behalf of the European Parliament. While enlargement will 
be a decision taken long after Brexit, it is in Britain’s interest 
that these countries reform and become resilient to Russian 
influence.
 

Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe  

London MEP Dr Tannock helped secure a motion in the 
European Parliament calling for Iran to immediately release 
his constituent Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe. Like other EU-Ira-
nian dual nationals Mrs Zaghari-Ratcliffe, a British-Iranian 
aid worker, is detained by Iran on spurious national security 
charges. The motion urges the “immediate and unconditional 
release” of EU-Iranian dual nationals unless retried according 
to international standards”. It also calls on the Iranian judici-
ary “to respect fair trial and due process, to grant suspects 
access to legal counsel, consular visits, and visits by UN and 
humanitarian organisations as well as full access to medical 
treatment.”

Salisbury Poisonings 

After the military grade nerve agent poisonings in Salisbury 
which targeted a former Russian spy and his daughter, South 
West and Gibraltar MEP Ashley Fox called on MEPs to stand 
with Britain. The European Parliament’s response was clear: 
the west is being tested by Russia and they would form a 
united front with the UK. 

Charles Tannock MEP, Foreign Affairs and Human 
Rights Spokesman

Conservative MEPs have protected the UK’s seat on 
the UN Security Council

446766-ECR-BROCH-MEPs.indd   23 17/09/2018   15:01



24

Rohingya  

Conservative MEPs have been campaigning to raise aware-
ness of the persecution of Myanmar’s Rohingya Muslims. 
Amjad Bashir MEP secured an extraordinary debate in the 
European Parliament to highlight their suffering. 

Mr Bashir and Sajjad Karim MEP won the support of the 
European Parliament for a resolution calling for an inter-gov-
ernmental conference to guarantee the safe return of the Ro-
hingya to Myanmar, the granting of citizenship rights and an 
inquiry into allegations of crime against humanity. 

Both Mr Bashir and Baroness Nosheena Mobarik MEP 
have visited the Rohingya refugee camps in Bangladesh to 
highlight the plight of the Rohingya. Lady Mobarik has called 
for the international community to meet its aid pledges.

Statelessness 

Amjad Bashir MEP won European Parliament support for 
his call on the international community to end statelessness 
in South and South East Asia, where more than 3 million peo-
ple are estimated to be living without citizenship. This means 
they can be denied the right to work, be educated or access 
healthcare. As the world has witnessed in Myanmar, the de-
nial of citizenship can lead to murder and ethnic cleansing. 

Amjad Bashir MEP helping at a Rohingya refugee camp

Amjad Bashir MEP is a member of the European  
Parliament’s Human Rights Sub-Committee

Commonwealth forum  

Emma McClarkin MEP founded the Commonwealth Forum 
in Brussels to bring to raise the profile of the Commonwealth 
amongst the EU institutions and encourage closer collabora-
tion in areas such as trade, development, and sport.   

Ms McClarkin has proposed the establishment of formal ties 
between the EU and the Commonwealth. Her ideas include 
inviting the EU’s High Representative for Foreign Affairs to the 
bi-annual Commonwealth Heads of Government meeting; in-
viting the Commonwealth Secretary-General to the meetings 
of the EU’s Foreign Affairs Council; and joint action plans on 
areas of shared interest such as international development, 
disaster relief missions and counter-terrorism. 

Strategic Partnership Agreements

Foreign Affairs Spokesman Charles Tannock MEP led two 
reports through the European Parliament that will establish 
closer ties between the EU with Canada and New Zealand. 
The EU’s Strategic Partnership Agreements with both coun-
tries upgrade co-operation on issues such as counter-terror-
ism, protecting the environment and the economy. 

Emma McClarkin MEP and new MEP Rupert Matthews 
represent the East Midlands
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North Korea   

Nirj Deva MEP, Chair of the European Parliament’s delega-
tion to the Korean Peninsula, has been involved in behind-
the-scenes talks to reduce tension on the peninsula and 
secure peace. Mr Deva has held 15 meetings over the past 
three years with senior figures from North and South Korea, 
China, the United States and Japan and continues his efforts 
in the wake of the historic meeting between President Trump 
and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un.   

Europe-Asia Political Forum    

Geoffrey Van Orden MEP was appointed Co-Chairman of 
the Asia-Europe political forum which brings political parties 
from across the two continents together to tackle global prob-
lems. Mr Van Orden hosted representatives from 22 countries 
in London for the second Asia-Europe Political Forum which 
explored ways to boost co-operation on climate change, dis-
aster relief, major diseases and combating pollution. 

Conservative MEPs celebrating Pakistan’s food and culture with Pakistan’s Ambassador to the EU.

Nirj Deva MEP welcoming a delegation of South 
Korean parliamentarians

Geoffrey Van Orden MEP opening the Europe-Asia 
Political Forum
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European Fund for Sustainable
Development

Development Spokesman Nirj Deva MEP has championed a 
new approach to overseas aid which mobilises private capital 
in the fight against poverty.

The UN’s 17 Sustainable Development Goals require more 
funds than can be afforded by  taxpayers alone, resulting in a 
funding gap of $2.5 trillion. 

Mr Deva, Vice-Chairman of the European Parliament’s De-
velopment Committee, argued that the EU’s development 
policy should use public funds to leverage private investment 
in developing countries. This would massively increase the 
resources available while promoting trade, property rights, 
good governance and entrepreneurship. 

In 2016 the European Parliament backed his approach and 
the EU set up the first public-private partnerships in the Eu-
ropean Fund for Sustainable Development (EFSD). The EFSD 
will mobilise up to €44 billion of investment in Africa and 
countries on the EU’s eastern and southern borders. 

Getting Value for Taxpayers

Mr Deva continues to campaign to ensure the EFSD focuses 
on projects with market value that have the best change of 
transforming developing countries. Under the previous policy, 
half the EU’s annual development aid budget’s targets were 
missed, with projects being significantly delayed or failing to 
achieve their objective.

DEVELOPMENT

Nirj Deva MEP, Vice-Chairman of the European Parliament’s Development Committee

“AID ALONE CANNOT EMPOWER  
PEOPLE TO LIFT THEMSELVES OUT OF 
POVERTY AND TAXPAYERS CANNOT 
AFFORD TO FUND FILL THE FUNDING 

GAP TO DELIVER THE UN’S  
DEVELOPMENT GOALS. INSTEAD,  
WE MUST USE PUBLIC MONEY TO 

LEVERAGE PRIVATE INVESTMENT IF 
WE ARE TO REDUCE POVERTY.

-NIRJ DEVA MEP ”
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In the European Parliament 
Conservative MEPs sit with 
like-minded colleagues in the 
European Conservatives and Re-
formists (ECR) Group. Founded in 
2009, the ECR Group now brings 
together 73 MEPs from 19 coun-
tries to campaign for EU reform.   

It is the third largest political group in the 
European Parliament. While others either want 
to break up the bloc or create a United States 
of Europe, the ECR Group believes in a better 
Europe that is flexible, listens to its people and 
makes decisions based on common sense not 
dogma.

British Conservatives have played a leading 
role in the group since its creation. Conserva-
tive MEP Syed Kamall currently co-chairs the 
Group with Polish MEP Ryszard Legutko. 
 

THE ECR GROUP 

ECR Co-Chairmen Syed Kamall MEP (left) and Ryszard Legutko 
MEP (right) 

The UK is leaving the EU but that does not mean 
we should abandon our political allies. The Con-
servative Friends of the ECR  aims to maintain 
connections between British Conservatives and 
the ECR Group in the belief that our future pros-
perity and security will remain closely linked. 
Find out more here: 

Twitter:  @CFECR   
Facebook:  Conservative Friends 
 of the ECR Group
Website:  www.cfecr.org.uk 

CONSERVATIVE FRIENDS OF THE ECR 

Conservative MEPs attending an ECR Group meeting

The ECR Group regrets, but respects the UK’s decision to leave and is 
calling for a close UK-EU partnership that allows both sides to prosper and 
maintains our security relationship.  
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Together with our ECR Group colleagues, Conservative MEPs work to take the EU in a 
new direction - away from the 1950s agenda of establishing a ‘United States of Europe’ 
and towards a Europe which does less, but more effectively.
While the UK is leaving the EU, it remains in our interests that the EU is successful, free 
trading and secure.  

Respecting Member States 

Conservative MEPs believe that decisions should be taken as 
close to people as possible. That is why we have fought EU 
attempts to take more powers away from Member States. 

Legal Affairs Spokesman Sajjad Karim MEP has twice won 
the backing of the European Parliament for his call for national 
parliaments to play a greater role in the EU’s decision-making 
process. His  reports on EU law-making aimed to ensure that 
decisions were taken at the correct level, whether European, 
national or local. 

Conservative MEPs have led the fight against EU tax harmo-
nisation while Labour MEPs have repeatedly voted to sur-
render Britain’s tax raising powers to Brussels. We support 
the international fight against aggressive tax avoidance but 
believe tax policy must continue to be a matter for national 
governments. 

In the Petitions Committee, Daniel Hannan MEP success-
fully opposed plans for more EU centralisation, including a 
European ID system. 

Single Seat Campaign 

The European Parliament’s costly monthly trips between its 
homes in Brussels and Strasbourg has become a symbol of 
all that is wrong with the EU. Strasbourg was originally cho-
sen as a home of the Parliament due to its symbolism, having 
changed hands between France and Germany in both world 
wars. However, it now represents EU waste and inefficiency, 
costing taxpayers an estimated €114 million a year.

Conservative MEPs’ leader Ashley Fox MEP leads the 
cross-party campaign for the Parliament to have a single 
base. Mr Fox won MEPs’ support for this in 2013 and has 
stepped up his campaign in the current parliamentary term to 
finally end the “travelling circus”. 

A BETTER EUROPE 
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Syed Kamall MEP and President Emmanuel Macron after debating the future of Europe.

Fixing Europe’s Migration System

The European Union wasted precious time in responding to 
the migration crisis by attempting to force Member States to 
accept binding migrant quotas. Instead, Conservative MEPs 
argued that the answer lay in quicker processing of asylum 
applications, the speedier return of failed asylum seekers and 
economic migrants, and a greater emphasis on supporting 
refugees closer to their home countries to dissuade them 
from risking dangerous sea crossings. The EU has finally lis-
tened and adopted many of our proposals. 

A Responsible EU Budget

Conservative MEPs have fought attempts to increase the 
EU’s budget to fund new vanity projects such as free Interrail 
passes for 18 year-olds rather than initiatives that have real 
value to citizens, businesses and Member States. We have 
argued in favour of extra spending in areas such as security 
and the migrant crisis without increasing the overall budget.

In 2016, Conservative MEPs secured greater flexibility in the 
EU’s budget to move money between different spending are-
as. The Parliament must now start to use those powers. 

The Future of Europe Debates 

Presidents and Prime Ministers from across the EU have 
travelled to the European Parliament over the past year to 
outline their vision for the future of Europe. 
While the ECR Group welcomes the reforming zeal of 
French President Emmanuel Macron we reject his propo-
sals for a bigger EU budget, harmonised corporate taxes, 

a unified social policy, a common asylum policy and a 
European minister of finance. ECR Co-Chairman Syed 
Kamall MEP welcomed Mr Macron to the Parliament but 
warned his policies must come with an honest disclaimer 
that they will take powers away from Member States. 
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CONSERVATIVE MEPS 2014 - 2018

London

Syed Kamall MEP
Co-Chairman of the ECR Group

Charles Tannock MEP
Foreign Affairs and Human Rights 
Spokesman

South West England and Gibraltar

Ashley Fox MEP
Leader of Conservative MEPs
Industry and Research  
Spokesman

South East England

Daniel Hannan MEP
Petitions Spokesman

Nirj Deva MEP
Development Spokesman

East of England

Geoffrey Van Orden MEP
Vice-Chairman of the ECR Group
Security and Defence  
Spokesman

David Campbell Bannerman MEP
Joint International Trade  
Spokesman

John Flack MEP
Regional Affairs Spokesman

West Midlands

Anthea McIntyre MEP
Employment and Social Affairs 
Spokesman
Agriculture and Rural Affairs 
Spokesman

Daniel Dalton MEP
Internal Market and Consumer Affairs 
Spokesman
Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 
Spokesman

East Midlands

Emma McClarkin MEP
Joint International Trade  
Spokesman
Sports Spokesman

Rupert Matthews MEP
Energy Spokesman
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North West England

Jacqueline Foster MEP
Deputy Leader of Conservative MEPs
Transport Spokesman

Sajjad Karim MEP
Legal Affairs Spokesman

Yorkshire and the Humber

Amjad Bashir MEP 
Small Businesses Spokesman

John Procter MEP
Environment Spokesman
Culture and Education  
Spokesman

82 mm

Wales

Kay Swinburne MEP
Economic Affairs Spokesman

Scotland

Baroness Nosheena Mobarik MEP
Fisheries Spokesman
Women’s Rights and Gender Equality 
Spokesman

Former MEPs

Lord Kirkhope of Harrogate
Yorkshire and the Humber

Vicky Ford MP
East of England

Andrew Lewer MP
West Midlands

Lord Duncan of Springbank
Scotland 
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Amjad Bashir MEP

• Report on statelessness in South and South East Asia.

Daniel Dalton MEP

• Report on the proposal for a regulation of the Europe-
an Parliament and of the Council establishing a cen-
tralised system for the identification of Member States 
holding conviction information on third country nationals 
and stateless persons (TCN) to supplement and sup-
port the European Criminal Records Information System 
(ECRIS-TCN system) and amending Regulation (EU) No 
1077/2011. 

• Report on the proposal for a regulation of the European 
Parliament and of the Council on the approval and mar-
ket surveillance of motor vehicles and their trailers, and 
of systems, components and separate technical units in-
tended for such vehicles.

• Report on Non-Tariff Barriers in the Single Market.

Nirj Deva MEP

• Report on the private sector and development.

Ian Duncan MEP

• Report on the proposal for a directive of the Europe-
an Parliament and of the Council amending Directive 
2003/87/EC to enhance cost-effective emission reduc-
tions and low-carbon investments.

Vicky Ford MEP

• Report on the proposal for a directive of the European 
Parliament and of the Council amending Council Directive 
91/477/EEC on control of the acquisition and possession 
of weapons.

• Report on the proposal for a regulation of the Europe-
an Parliament and of the Council on personal protective 
equipment.

Jacqueline Foster MEP

• Report on safe use of remotely piloted aircraft systems 
(RPAS), commonly known as unmanned aerial vehicles 
(UAVs), in the field of civil aviation.

Sajjad Karim MEP

• Report on the request for waiver of the immunity of Ma-
rine Le Pen.

• Report on the Annual Report 2014 on subsidiarity and 
proportionality.

• Report on the Annual reports 2012-2013 on subsidiarity 
and proportionality.

Lord Kirkhope

• Report on the proposal for a directive of the European 
Parliament and of the Council amending Council Frame-
work Decision 2009/315/JHA, as regards the exchange 
of information on third country nationals and as regards 
the European Criminal Records Information System 
(ECRIS), and replacing Council Decision 2009/316/JHA.

• Report on the draft Council Implementing Decision fixing 
the date of effect of Decision 2008/633/JHA concerning 
access for consultation of the Visa Information System 
(VIS) by designated authorities of Member States and 
by Europol for the purposes of the prevention, detection 
and investigation of terrorist offences and of other serious 
criminal offences.

• Second report on the proposal for a directive of the Eu-
ropean Parliament and of the Council on the use of Pas-
senger Name Record data for the prevention, detection, 
investigation and prosecution of terrorist offences and 
serious crime.

• Recommendation for second reading on the Council po-
sition at first reading with a view to the adoption of a reg-
ulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on 
information accompanying transfers of funds and repeal-
ing Regulation (EC) No 1781/2006.

Emma McClarkin MEP

• Report on EU Common Commercial Policy in the context 
of wildlife sustainability imperatives.

Anthea McIntyre MEP

• Recommendation for second reading on the Council 
position at first reading with a view to the adoption of a 
regulation of the European Par-liament and of the Council 
on protective measures against pests of plants amending 
Regulations.

• Report on technological solutions for sustainable agricul-
ture in the EU.
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Kay Swinburne MEP

• Report on the proposal for a regulation of the Europe-
an Parliament and of the Council on a framework for 
the recovery and resolution of central counterparties 
and amending Regulations (EU) No 1095/2010, (EU) No 
648/2012, and (EU) 2015/2365.

• Report on the draft Council regulation amending Regula-
tion (EC) No 2532/98 concerning the powers of the Euro-
pean Central Bank to impose sanctions.

Charles Tannock MEP

• Report on the European Parliament recommendation to 
the Council, the Commission and the Vice-President of 
the Commission / High Representative of the Union for 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy on the negotiations 
on the modernisation of the EU-Chile Association Agree-
ment.

• Report containing a motion for a non-legislative resolution 
on the draft Council decision on the conclusion on behalf 
of the Union of the Partnership Agreement

• on Relations and Cooperation between the European 
Union and its Member States, of the one part, and New 
Zealand, of the other part.

• Recommendation on the draft Council decision on the 
conclusion on behalf of the Union of the Partnership 
Agreement on Relations and Cooperation between the 
European Union and its Member States, of the one part, 
and New Zealand, of the other part.

• Report on the 2016 Commission Report on Montenegro.

• Recommendation on the draft Council decision on the 
conclusion, on behalf of the Union, of the Strategic Part-
nership Agreement between the European Union and its 
Member States, of the one part, and Canada, of the other 
part.

Geoffrey Van Orden MEP

• Report on Peace Support Operations – EU engagement 
with the UN and the African Union. 
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